BRITISH INVASION Biography

“British Invasion” brings together the Alexander String Quartet and guitarist William Kanengiser
in a dynamic collaboration that explores the music of Sting, Led Zeppelin, John Dowland, and the
Beatles by way of contemporary composers Ian Krouse, Dusan Bogdanovi¢, and Leo Brouwer.

The Alexander String Quartet has performed in the major music capitals of five continents, securing its
standing among the world’s premier ensembles, and a major artistic presence in its home base of San
Francisco, serving since 1989 as Ensemble in Residence of San Francisco Performances and Directors of
The Morrison Chamber Music Center Instructional Program at San Francisco State University. Widely
admired for its interpretations of Beethoven, Mozart, and Shostakovich, the quartet’s recordings have won
international critical acclaim. They have established themselves as important advocates of new music
commissioning dozens of new works from composers including Jake Heggie, Augusta Read Thomas,
Tarik O’Regan, Samuel Carl Adams, and Pulitzer Prize-winner Wayne Peterson.

The Alexander String Quartet’s annual calendar includes engagements at major halls throughout North
America and Europe. They have appeared at Lincoln Center, the 92nd Street Y, and the Metropolitan
Museum; Jordan Hall; the Library of Congress; and chamber music societies and universities across the
North American continent including Yale, Princeton, Stanford, UCLA, and the University of Illinois
Krannert Center. Recent overseas tours include the U.K., the Czech Republic, the Netherlands, Italy,
Germany, Spain, Portugal, Switzerland, France, Greece, the Republic of Georgia, Argentina, Panama, and
the Philippines. Their visit to Poland’s Beethoven Easter Festival is beautifully captured in the 2017
award-winning documentary, Con Moto: The Alexander String Quartet. The quartet has worked with
many composers including Aaron Copland, George Crumb, and Elliott Carter, and enjoys a close
relationship with composer-lecturer Robert Greenberg, performing numerous lecture-concerts with him
annually.

William Kanengiser has forged a career that expands the possibilities of the classical guitar. A prize-
winner in major competitions (1987 Concert Artists Guild International Competition, Toronto Guitar *81)
he has toured throughout North America, Asia, and Europe with his innovative programs and expressive
musicianship. He recorded four CD’s for the GSP label, playing music as diverse as Caribbean, Eastern
European, and jazz. A member of the guitar faculty at the USC Thornton School of Music since 1983, he
has given master classes around the world and produced two instructional videos. Most recently, he
performed the U.S. premiere of “Folk Concerto” by Clarice Assad, with fellow LAGQ member Scott
Tennant, and the Albany Symphony conducted by David Allan Miller.

An active proponent of new music, he recently received a grant from the Augustine Foundation for his
“Diaspora Project,” commissioning seven new works focusing on issues of migration and assimilation. In
2009 he created the stage production “The Illustrious Gentleman Don Quixote” for narrator and guitar
quartet, writing the stage script and adapting music from the Spanish Renaissance. It was premiered with
Monty Python member John Cleese, and extensively toured with Firesign Theater founder Phil Proctor.
As a founding member of the Los Angeles Guitar Quartet, William Kanengiser has given hundreds of
recitals and concerto appearances around the world. Their Telarc title “LAGQ’S Guitar Heroes” won a
GRAMMY® in 2005 as the best classical crossover recording. Most recently, their recording of the title
work on Pat Metheny’s “Road to the Sun” hit #1 on the Apple Music Classical chart.
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